





Agenda—Thursday, January 14, 2021, 2:30 p.m. 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://wku.zoom.us/j/97112982511?pwd=R2tNd2FWY3BWTWN3cXd1U0tMVGF0Zz09 




1. Call to Order  
2. Consideration of November 12, 2020, minutes (APPENDIX A) 
3. Report from Graduate Council Executive Committee 
4. Committee Reports 
 
a. Policy Committee (No Report) 
 
b. Curriculum Committee (APPENDIX B) 
 
c. Student Research Grants Committee (APPENDIX C) 
 
5. Graduate School Reports  
 
a.  Graduate School Enrollment Reports (APPENDIX D) 
 
b.  Report from the Associate Provost of Research and Graduate Education (APPENDIX E) 
 
6. Public Comments 
 




APPENDIX A  
 
Graduate Council 
Minutes—Thursday, November 12, 2020, 2:30 p.m. 
Zoom Meeting 
 
Members Present: Aaron Hughey, Phillip Hogan, Ranjit Koodali, Marla Zubel, Ray Blankenship, Carl Dick, Camille Acosta, J 
Alex Brosky, Helen Liang, Marko Dumancic, Sarah Ochs, Martha Day, Angie Dolan, Richard Schugart, Dawn Wright, Adam 




Guests: Rheanna Plemons, Colette Chelf, Scott Gordon, Laura Burchfield, Danita Kelley, Jennifer Hammonds, Evelyn 
Thrasher, Alexander Olson, Ann Ferrell 
 
1. Call to Order *Hughey 
 
2. Overview of the Updates to Faculty Governance Forms and Workflow (Rheanna Plemons) *Plemons discussed 
updates to the Faculty Governance Forms and Workflow.  
 
3. Consideration of October 8, 2020, minutes (APPENDIX A) *Dick/Dumancic; approved. 
 
4. Graduate Enrollment Report (APPENDIX B) *Gordon discussed the Graduate Enrollment Report.  
 
5. Report from Graduate Council Executive Committee *Hughey provided an overview of the topics discussed during the 
Executive Committee meeting.  
 
6. Committee Reports 
a. Policy Committee (No Report) *Dick gave an update to the Policy Committee members. 
 
b. Curriculum Committee (APPENDIX C) *Day described the items on the curriculum agenda. Dumancic/Dick; approved.  
 
c. Student Research Grants Committee (No Report) *Lickenbrock described how they updated the scope of the student 
research grant.  
 
7. Report from the Associate Provost of Research and Graduate Education (APPENDIX D) *Koodali reported on graduate 
credentials awarded and thesis publications. *He provided an update on the Council of Graduate Schools. *Gordon 
reported that they have received thirty-six responses to the program coordinator survey. *Koodali discussed his vision 
for recruitment, professional development, and graduate student success. *Koodali announced the first graduate 




8. Public Comments *Koodali expressed his appreciation to the Graduate School staff, Graduate Council members, and 
many others. *Hughey announced this was the last Graduate Council meeting of the season. The next meeting will be 
January 14th. The Graduate Council meetings will continue to be held at 2:30 PM. 
 







Graduate Council Curriculum Report 
Thursday, January 7, 2021 
 
Program Administration Report 
Graduate Council (5) 
Code Title Status Initiator Received 
085 085: Mathematics Edited rch75904 1/7/2021 
049 049: Mathematics Edited hpl39736 1/7/2021 
1764 1764: Gifted Education and Talent Development  Added ant93970 1/7/2021 
0467 0467: Organizational Leadership  Edited jhn20306 1/7/2021 










Student Research Grants Committee 
Thursday, January 7, 2021 
 
1. 2:00 pm  
Justin Matthews, Educational Leadership (Dr. Marge Maxwell and Dr. Xiaoxia Huang) 
The Effects of Pedagogical Agent Persona on Learning and Self-Efficacy in Adult Learners in an 
Online Environment  
Requesting $1,490 
 
2. 2:10 pm  
Robert Chambliss, Biology (Dr. Keith Philips) 
Systematics and biogeography of spider beetles (Ptininae) in the Atacama Desert 
Requesting $1,500 
 
3. 2:20 pm 
Athanasios Apostolopoulos, Biology (Dr. Keith Phillips) 
A phylogeographic examination of the cave beetle Darlingtonea kentuckensis, Valentine 1952 
Requesting $1,500 
 
4. 2:30 pm  
Salizhan Kylychbekov, Physics and Astronomy (Dr. Ali Oguz Er) 
Laser Shockwave Generation through magnetic control of the plasma plumes for NITI Shape 
Memory Alloy treatment 
Requesting $1,478.39 
 
5. 2:40 pm  
Pallavi Ragi, Chemistry (Dr. Eric Conte) 
Occurrence of estrogens and other steroids in anaerobic digested waste 
Requesting $1,482 
 
6. 2:50 pm 
Somon Hakimov, Physics and Astronomy (Dr. Ali Oguz Er) 
Improved antimicrobial properties of silver nanoparticles with methylene blue in magnetic field 
Requesting $1,495- ($1,490)  
 
7. 3:00 pm 
Sterling Hubbard, Psychological Sciences (Dr. Jenni Teeters) 
Investigating Social Support as a Moderator of the Association between Adverse Childhood 
Experiences and Alcohol Use Disorder 
Requesting $1,500 
 
8. 3:10 pm 
Meredith Whitfield, Psychological Sciences (Dr. Amy Brausch) 





9. 3:20 pm 
Andrea Anderson, Psychological Sciences (Dr. Matthew Shake) 
The Effects of Depression, Anxiety, and Stress on Mind Wandering in College Students 
Requesting $400 
 
10. 3:30 pm 
Iyanu Ojo, Chemistry (Dr. Rui Zhang) 
Synthesis and Kinetic Studies of Chromium-Oxo porphyrin Intermediates 
Requesting $1,500 
 
11. 3:40 pm 
Faith (Cassandra) Rollins, Psychological Sciences (Dr. Katrina Burch) 




Total Amount Requested (11 students interviewed): $15,345. 39 
Total Amount Recommended for Funding (10 students funded, 1 student encouraged to revise 














































































Report from the Associate Provost of Research and Graduate Education 
 
Thesis, Specialist Project, and Dissertation Guidelines 
 
These guidelines are intended to assist graduate students and research committees with the preparation, 
formatting, and submission of theses, specialist projects, and dissertations to the WKU Graduate School for 
publication in the university library. Submission deadlines are posted on the Graduate School website. Review 
of content is the responsibility of the student and research committee. Final responsibility for the form, 
accuracy, and completeness of the document lies with the student. 
 
STYLE AND FORMAT  
 
Students should follow a style guide appropriate to their academic discipline; however, the WKU Graduate 
School Thesis, Specialist Project, and Dissertation Guidelines supersede all other style manuals and guidelines. 
Submissions should be in English, consistent in style and form, and conform to the following requirements.    
 
Pages and Pagination  
All pages shall be 8½”x11”. All page numbering should appear centered and 0.5” from the bottom edge of the 
page. Landscape pages are permitted, yet margins and numbering should remain in portrait style as 
prescribed. No additional headers or footers are accepted.  
 
The title page and signature page are counted when numbering, but the page numbers should not appear on 
these pages. Lower case Roman numerals begin on the Acknowledgements page with either “iii” (with no 
Dedication) or “iv” (with Dedication). Roman numerals continue through the Abstract page. The body, 
beginning after the Abstract page, should be numbered with Arabic numerals beginning with “1” and 
continuing through the end of the document. 
 
Margins and Spacing  
Page margins should be 1.0 inch on all sides. Lines should be double-spaced throughout except where single-
spacing is prescribed by a specific style guides (e.g. long quotations, computer programs, endnotes, footnotes, 
etc.). Text should be left-justified and paragraphs should begin with standard, consistent indentation. 
Exceptions to justification and indentions (but not margins) may be allowed to maintain artistic integrity for 
creative works.  
 
Fonts  
A standard 12 point font is required throughout including page numbering, headers, table of contents, 
table/figure headings, etc. Arial or Times New Roman fonts are suggested. Eccentric type styles are not 
permitted. Size of symbols, mathematical formulas, and footnotes may vary from 12 point as needed. Text 
 
 
must be black. 
 
All fonts must be embedded to ensure that readers’ computers do not substitute fonts which can result in 
significant differences in output (particularly with symbols). To embed fonts when converting from Word to 
PDF: 
 In Word, choose "Print" from the File menu. 
 Choose "Adobe PDF" as the printer. (Adobe Reader download instructions if needed) 
 Select "Printer Properties" and uncheck “Rely on system fonts only; do not use document fonts” 
 Proceed to “Print” the PDF file. 
 
File Format 
Submissions must be in PDF (Portable Document Format) format. The file name submitted should be 
lastname.80X#.department.document (e.g. Smith.800123456.biology.thesis). Do not use any spaces in the file 
name.  
 
ORDER OF APPEARANCE  
(see example document for measurements and requirements for each page)   
 
1. Title Page  
2. Signature Page  
3. DEDICATION (optional) 
4. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS (optional) 
5. TABLE OF CONTENTS  
The Table of Contents should contain page assignments of all sections following the Table of Contents, 
and not the Table of Contents itself or pages prior. Inclusion of sub-headers in the Table of Contents is 
at the discretion of the student and research committee.  
6. LIST OF TABLES (if applicable) 
7. LIST OF FIGURES (if applicable) 
8. LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS (if applicable) 
9. ABSTRACT  
The Abstract should summarize the content in less than 350 words. The title on the Abstract should be 
identical to the title on the Title Page. 
10. Body 
11. REFERENCES (or Bibliography or Citations as prescribed by chosen style guide)  




Electronic Document  
The Graduate School requires electronic submission of the final document in Adobe PDF format. The student 
assumes responsibility for all content and formatting. Submissions received by the Graduate School will be 
reviewed for compliance with these guidelines. The Graduate School will not make changes to the content of 
the document. Documents that meet these guidelines will be published in the university library exactly as they 
are submitted. In addition, dissertations will be submitted to ProQuest. Submissions that do not adhere to 
 
 
these guidelines will be returned to the student for revision.  
 
Exceptions to the formatting prescribed in these guidelines may be permitted if the student can demonstrate 
that the proposed exception is acceptable to the academic discipline. Final approval rests with the Graduate 
School. 
 
Signature page  
Students must use the signature page template provided. The committee chair and members must digitally 
sign the page (no typed names) and the date should reflect the final defense date. After obtaining all 
committee signatures, the page should be pdf printed and inserted after the title page before submitting the 
final pdf document to the Graduate School. 
 
Copyright Permission  
Students must submit Copyright Permission to publish their work in the University Library (TopScholar) and 
ProQuest (dissertations only). Students may opt to embargo the release of their publication for up to 3 years 
or indefinitely.  
 
Publication rights may be reserved to the author, subject to the provisions of research contracts, patent 
agreements, or other similar agreements made by the author with the dissertation or thesis advisor, the 
university, the funding agency, or other parties. Students may contact the Library of Congress to copyright 




Institutional Research Board (IRB) Approval  
The Institutional Review Board within the Office of Research and Creative Activity is responsible for 
maintaining institutional compliance with the U.S. Office of Human Research Protections (OHRP) regulations 
regarding the use of human subjects in research. If applicable, students are required to obtain approval 
verifying compliance prior to beginning research. This approval must be included in the appendix of the thesis, 
specialist project, or dissertation.  
 
Plagiarism  
Plagiarism is a serious academic offense defined as representing written work taken from another source as 
one’s own. To lift content directly or partially from a source without giving credit is a flagrant act. Students 
who have committed plagiarism in a submitted thesis or dissertation will not be awarded a degree and will be 
dismissed from the University.  
 
If plagiarism is confirmed after the thesis or dissertation has been published, the publication will be rescinded. 
If plagiarism is confirmed after the degree has been awarded, the degree will be rescinded.  
 
Binding  
The university does not require binding or offer services for binding. External binding service information is 
posted on the Graduate School website.  
 
